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World Health Organisation (WHO) announces the end of wild polio in Africa, marking a major step towards
global eradication of the disease. Decades of supportive work by Rotarians to stop wild polio in Africa have contributed to
the continent being officially declared free from the disease, which can kill or maim children for life. (August 2020).

Alan Clifton, Erimus’ Junior Vice President opened the meeting on Tuesday
29 September and was able to publicise the World Health Organisation’s
press release that following decades of supportive work by Rotarians
across the globe, wild polio virus had finally been eradicated from Africa.
The milestone comes four years after Nigeria – the last polio-endemic
country in Africa – recorded its final case of wild poliovirus following
decades of effort from GPEI (Global Polio Eradication Initiative) partners
and health workers throughout the African region.
Over the course of the effort, 9 billion doses of
oral polio vaccine have been administered,
hundreds of millions of children have been
immunised, and 1.8 million cases of wild poliovirus
have been averted throughout the region.

Rotary members across Great Britain and Ireland remain
committed to making the final, challenging steps towards
a polio free world a reality. Events will be taking place
across the world on 24 October, to mark annual World
Polio Day.
In October 2019, our Erimus members capitalised on
what was a wonderful opportunity for children to be
involved in planting crocus corms, whilst still spreading
the awareness of polio. Pupils at The Avenue Primary
School (pictured top left), proudly planted these purple
beauties to celebrate ‘Purple 4 Polio’. This year, in view of
issues relating to Covid, the corms will be planted in a
single location by volunteers near Southern Cross play
area on 21 October 2020.

More from the President of Erimus Rotary Club - page 2
Read about the Myths and Legends surrounding the North East - page 3
...and find out all there is to know about Erimus in the community - pages 6 and 7

Dear friends,
Can I start by welcoming you to our October newsletter and also to thank everyone for the
complimentary feedback on the last edition. Thanks must go to Carey Brownless, our Editor in
Chief for a fantastic job. I hope you will enjoy reading this second edition and agree with me
that Carey has ‘done it again’.
The Summer is normally time when club members, like most of us, are on their travels, sadly
this year it was not to be. As an active group they, and Teresa and I include ourselves in this,
devoted our time to our gardens. The results were shared with members at one of our weekly
Zoom meetings, details on page 9. Fellowship is a key part of Rotary and a key element at this
present moment in time. It’s regarded as a strength of the club and although we cannot meet physically at this time,
members are being proactive in providing support and maintaining everyone’s spirits. It has also given us a chance to
look back over the last 35 years of the club’s existence and to collate details of the club’s history, key events, highlights
and the like. Naturally, any contributions are welcome from members past and present or equally anyone who
contributed to an event or has benefitted in any way from a Rotary project.
As I write we are entering a further period of uncertainty, despite that Erimus Rotary remains in positive mode. Joe
Guerin has put together an extensive speaker program for the forthcoming weeks. If anyone would like to join us for a
particular event you would be most welcome, please contact us in the normal way or via any Rotarian. October normally
sees us meet for our International projects fundraising quiz over a meal and lots of laughs. This year, Bryan Sloper and
Sue Johnson have brought their IT skills to the fore and using a combination of email, WhatsApp and Zoom are allowing
teams locally and across the country to take part, we hope there are no power cuts! Thank you to those of you who
have either entered a team or joined numerous others in donating to our International charities.
Looking further ahead, we have other projects underway some of which are mentioned further on in the newsletter or
will appear in future editions. We are also making plans for what’s likely to be a more limited Santa float programme
this year. Our priority must be to make sure he is fit and well for 25 December.

- David Whittaker

Erimus Links Across the Boro.
Tuesday 29 September saw a ‘zoomed’ Rotary meeting significantly larger in viewing members, as both
Middlesbrough clubs joined Erimus members to spend the evening together.
Each club reported on the modest triumphs of socially distanced
fundraising and the major tribulations attached to the same
endeavour going forward.
Plans for the celebration of our senior club’s Centenary next
year were outlined and will include a tree planting exercise in
‘Old Middlesbrough’. See the article on page 7 for further
details. Much of the evening was taken up with a presentation
from Issy Sanderson, a Rotarian from York
who has pioneered a life changing
initiative for schoolgirls in numerous
overseas countries. You can find out more
about the Yorkits initiative on page 4.

Erimus Rotary become believers in Worms, Elves and Fairies!
On Tuesday 25 August, members of Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary club were regaled with a series of Myths and
Legends from across the North East of England. The storyteller was David Dean, formerly an IT planner for a range of
multi-national companies and more recently a special constable. David’s love of history led him into further research,
which opened a doorway into the plethora of myths and legends here in the North.
David launched his storyboard with several regional ‘Worm legends’. So, what is a meant by a worm, you ask? David
explained that they were essentially dragons, and started with stories dating back as early as 12th century...
The Sockburn Worm from Northumbria, slain by John Conyers and inspiration for Lewis Carroll’s, ‘Jabberwocky’
poem. The Lambton Worm, from County Durham and the Laidly Worm from Bambrough, all stretched out across the
screens for members to fascinate over, before David moved to Elves and Fairies.
The little people, both good and bad, were firmly believed in during the 18th and 19th Centuries and David covered
several varieties (see image below); Brags; shape-shifting goblins from Durham and especially the ‘Picktree Brag’;
Redcaps and Hobthrush, all accused of mischief and devilishness.
Ghosts and Ghouls were the next aspect of folklore to be explored. Here the actions were both legendary and
supported by fact; sounds of the Battle of Neville’s Cross in 1346; an eternally haunted Room 21 at Durham
University; the ghost of Anne Walker from Chester-le-Street in 1631 and the Semerwater Angel, were all regaled
before a final creepy, 18th century tale of Stainmore’s ‘Hand of Glory’, with its candle cradled in the hand of a
hangman’s victim ended David Dean’s dissertation of ethereal and mystic happenings!
Not sure how much sleep was had by members that night, but it was an enthralling meeting! A big ‘thank you’ to
David for his presentation; certainly a lot of research and hard work involved.

Yorkits scheme benefits education for girls across the world.
Yorkits is a Rotary-run community project organised by York Ainsty Rotary, which involves volunteers making
washable, easy-to-use feminine hygiene kits for girls in developing countries – and it is going from strength to
strength.
On Tuesday, 29 September 2020, Rotary Middlesbrough tripartite members were treated to a presentation from Issy
Sanderson; a Rotarian from York Ainsty and project co-ordinator for Yorkits, who has pioneered a life changing
initiative for schoolgirls in numerous overseas countries.
Yorkits are a sustainable and re-usable female hygiene pack which are delivered to young girls, who would otherwise
need to miss school regularly and suffer an education deficit. Over the past six years, York Ainsty Rotary has sent the
kits to twelve African countries, including Kenya, Uganda, Senegal, Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, Malawi,
Zambia, South Africa, Eswatini, and to The Gambia. Kits have also been sent to India, Nepal, Myanmar and Pakistan.
“Our aim is to help the girls by providing access to uninterrupted schooling,” explained Issy.
The kits give their recipients much greater control over their lives and as an
unexpected side effect, have significantly reduced child abuse because those young
people are no longer regularly confined to their homes where some became victims.
Issy told the group; “We run workshops and use brightly patterned cotton to make up
the low-cost cleverly designed kits, which are packed into attractive drawstring bags.
They typically last each girl for up to three years.”
“Each kit contains panties, a washcloth, a carry bag for soiled items, and a strong
polythene zip-locked bag for washing the items in small amounts of often scarce
water.”
Issy has recently been recognised with a Rotary Champion of Change award, which is
well and truly deserved. Issy was thanked at the end of the presentation by Teresa
Whittaker, who has worked with Issy on the project for some years.
Readers can obtain further details from yorkits.org.uk or message

Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary Club is based at Middlesbrough Golf Club and has members from the surrounding areas including,
Marton, Acklam, Guisborough, Great Ayton, Great Broughton, Nunthorpe, Stainton and Seamer. The club was founded in 1985 and
has a rich history, which we will be celebrating through features in every newsletter. In this edition, Paul McLaughlin takes us
through his year as President (2015/16).

Paul McLaughlin - President’s Year 2015/16

The Heart of the Community
I was president for the 2015-2016 Rotary year. This was a quiet year for
activities. The ‘Loving Hearts’ raffle held during the previous year had
consumed a large amount of our members time and energy, and as such,
we decided to take a year focussing more on in-club fellowship.
Having said that, the club still undertook its regular activities; hosting
children from Chernobyl; escorting Father Christmas on the float, and a
Twinning visit to Limburg, which raised £3,000 for X-Ray equipment for
Bulgaria.
The highlight of my year was presenting Dr Adrian Davies (pictured
below left) from the South Cleveland Heart Fund with his Paul Harris
Fellowship certificate, in recognition of the decades of work he had put
into improving the lives of heart patients throughout the vast catchment
area served by James Cook University Hospital.
Whilst it was a privilege to be the youngest member and president of the
club (by quite some way!) My year was cut short by the needs of my
career, with relocation for a new job in Cheltenham. Fortunately, Joe
Guerin was ready and willing to take up the reins ahead of his formal
handover.
Photos shown left to right below: Presenting the Paul Harris Foundation
Certificate to Adrian Davies and my handover for presidency from Trevor.

If you have any memories that you would like to share with the editorial team for the newsletter.
Please contact Carey Brownless at careyclarkson@sky.com

At a zoom meeting on Tuesday 18 August, members of Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary received thanks from Kate Jeffels, Chief
Officer of Together Middlesbrough and Cleveland and co-ordinator for the ‘Feast of Fun’ programme, who have benefitted from
our help and support.

Kate Jeffels - A Feast of Fun
Feast of Fun is a partnership of local churches, community groups and schools that offer holiday activities with
healthy food across Middlesbrough and Redcar & Cleveland.
For many families the summer holidays are a struggle with the children at home 24/7 and no free school meals. The
weekly budget has to stretch further for food, so there is little left for activities and treats.
The business meeting on Tuesday 18 August, was preceded by a ‘Feast of Fun’ presentation and thank you from Kate
Jeffels, co-ordinator for the programme, following a £700 donation made by Erimus members.
Before this year, ‘Feast of Fun’ had provided outside treats, visits and nutritious meals for children on school summer
holidays. Now, owing to the pandemic and social distancing, these away days have been replaced with activity packs
and there has been a significant increase in the demand for meals. Forty different groups across Middlesbrough and
Cleveland work with Public Health South Tees to feed the needy, and still ‘Holiday Hunger’ is a major concern , with 1
in 3 young people living in poverty across Middlesbrough and Redcar. Children receive support five out of the six
holiday periods (Christmas not usually included), but this year, Kate explained that this may need to change.
Kate told us; “Feast of Fun are providing lunch for around 1400 children and over the course of this summer alone,
over 51,000 will have been supplied.”
The children involved are entitled to free school meals in term time and a ‘Feast of Fun’ ensures they do not go
hungry during the summer break. Feast of Fun is essentially a Christian organisation acting ecumenically across all
branches and is looking to spread its reach to other faiths going forward.
Erimus’ donation would, Kate affirmed, provide 70 food parcels (full of essentials such as cereal, pasta and beans),
producing 1500 meals to families in need. The charity is supported by several organisations, but Kate ascribed
particular thanks to PD Ports, who provide a warehouse facility and a delivery vehicle, FareShare NE and
Middlesbrough Environment City, who help redistribute thousands of food parcels across South Tees. President Dave
Whittaker thanked Kate who received a warm, if virtual, round of applause.

Andy Preston - Mayor of Middlesbrough
Andy Preston Speaks of and to Erimus at an August zoom meeting, where members were joined by visitors from the
town’s two additional Rotary groups. The group had gathered to listen to Middlesbrough’s Mayor, Andy Preston,
speak of his hopes and aspirations for the town in the near and mid term future.
Erimus is the town’s motto, its meaning being ‘We Shall Be’ and that aim was very much the theme interwoven
through Andy’s remarks. Speaking of his early days, the mayor stressed the importance of parents giving confidence
to their families and the need for positive aspirations. Too often the community has suffered from negativity and it is
his hope that this can be turned around. Citing Street Wardens, clean streets and positive role models, Mayor
Preston has plans to regenerate the area once known as ‘Over the Border’ into a thriving community with a social mix
of attractive housing and a lively vibrant economy . His hopes include new businesses basing their headquarters in
Central Middlesbrough, innovative uses for historic buildings and a growth structure built on the digital platform for
which Middlesbrough and its University have an established reputation.
In answering questions from members the Mayor confirmed the need for authorities to work together, but accepted
that local leaders would inevitably wish to see ‘their’ patch achieve success. The future might require local authorities
to combine their strengths in order to ensure our region can reach its full potential. In rounding off the evening
President Dave Whittaker confirmed that Rotary and Rotarians were committed to help the town achieve its
aspirations and members were unmuted for a round of socially distanced applause. Pictured below; Mayor Andy
Preston addressing the club’s Zoom meeting.
Following this presentation by Andy Preston, a potential joint project has emerged that would allow all three clubs to
work together. The project combines with one of Andy Preston’s plans to plant trees in Middlesbrough to help
regeneration and the environment. Geoff Taylor has kept in touch with the mayor, who is very much in favour of a
proposal that Rotary combine to plant a number of trees to create an orchard/wooded area in Middlesbrough,
notably as part of the regeneration programmes that are underway.
On 7 October, a group representing all three
clubs held a meeting next to Teesaurus Park,
Middlesbrough to further develop the joint
Centenary tree planting endeavour. Their
guide and link man for the Council, Peter
Chapman (Area Care Manager), was most
helpful. Members present were unanimous in
the site selection and subject to the approval
of Middlesbrough Council and the three clubs,
the project will progress, although no timelines
have been set. The area planned for
development is the National Cycle Way
immediately behind Teessaurus Park, running
upriver and around Furness corner. The path
will be tarmacked by the council and can be
named by the Rotary clubs. It is envisaged that
an avenue of trees will be created on either
side of the pathway. The clubs are hopeful that a site visit for members can be planned at
some stage in the near future.
This initiative represents an opportunity to achieve several objectives at the same time and
the clubs look forward to working on this project in the near future. Watch this space!

Erimus members are allocated into team which are championed by a lead chair person to work on various projects throughout
the year. Each edition of the newsletter will focus on a specific team, offering information about the member and current and
potential events and activities. The teams are divided as follows: Club Service, Community Service, Education/Vocational,
International, Membership Committee, Programme and Fellowship, Projects and Public Relations and Communication.
This edition of the newsletter will focus on the work of the Education/Vocational Team.

Education/Vocational Team
Chair:
Alan Clifton
Members:
Sue Gent - Youth Awards
Barbara Hutchinson - Youth Awards
Fred Hutchinson - Vocational Support
Liz Sloper - Rotakids
David Whittaker - Interact
Teresa Whittaker - Youth Awards
Over the last few months, the Education team have spent a lot of time discussing the new initiative to support
disadvantaged children this Christmas to replace the cancelled Rotary KidsOut Festive Fun Day in December.
What is the new initiative?
Christmas is always tough for families in refuge, with this year set to be harder than usual. Most children arrive at
refuge with only the clothes on their back, restricted to a single room with their mother and siblings. Mothers
struggle to provide basic essentials, let alone toys for their children at Christmas. The Rotary Christmas Toy Boxes will
provide children in refuge with brand-new toys to support mental health and make the world a little kinder.
Each box will contain over £80 worth of gender/age appropriate toys designed to promote social and educational
development and family bonding. For every £25 raised £80 worth of toys will be distributed. There are potentially
sixteen places for children situated in Middlesbrough. The total funding target for the Middlesbrough area, therefore
is £400 which will be shared across Cleveland/Middlesbrough Rotary clubs. The team also proposed that the toys be
distributed with the Erimus logo on the boxes. Further discussion is to take place regarding club participation and
further planning. Alan and his team submitted a proposal for support for the Christmas Toy Box Appeal which
necessitated £250 from the club, which was agreed. There was also support from Cleveland and Middlesbrough
Rotary Clubs to the tune of £250 and £100 respectively.
The team have also been exploring further ideas for a range of Rotary competitions
for schools through the Rotakids initiative (details on the Erimus website). Three
areas to focus on were discussed; Writing, Art and Photography, with a possibility
of including a Technology/Engineering Challenge in the future. The following
schools are to be contacted to garner interest; Park End, Avenue, Lingfield, Captain
Cook, Marton Manor, Kader, The King’s Academy and
Acklam Grange schools. This promises to be an exciting
venture this year and we look forward to seeing the talents
of our local school children in future editions of the
newsletter.

Come into the Garden Maude (Courtesy of Erimus)
On Tuesday 15 September, four members and partners; Alan and Beverley Clinton, Judith and Neil Glover, Jan and
Mike Robson and Geoff Taylor, took the members of the club on a virtual tour of their gardens at the height of the
Covid summer, with the aid of Zoom of course.
Alan and Beverley Clifton described graphically how 106 wheelbarrow loads of topsoil were shifted from the front to
the back garden creating a highly productive vegetable plot in the process. They now have 30lbs of peas in their
freezer- almost enough for a barrow! They also have a 32 year old cherry tree, which has moved house three times
with them and is still flourishing.
Judith Glover impressed all with a rhyming accompaniment to their garden tour; ‘A year in the life of our garden’,
with beautiful Alliums soaring skywards…
Mike Robson explained Jan’s ‘compulsive plant pot purchasing syndrome’, her weakness for plant pots of every size
and hue leading to eighty five being bought! Mike loves the pots, but does wish Jan could make her up her mind
when choosing her favoured spot, before he has to fill them with soil and plants!
The tour finished with Geoff taking us through the history of West Villa, explaining that the houses were built in 1905.
His pride and joy is the old bath he renovated, which is now home to a variety of beautiful blooms.
There is nothing more relaxing than pottering in the garden and during these strange times through Covid, our
gardens have been a positive path to boosting mental and physical well being. Members of Erimus have been
capitalising on the therapeutic benefits of producing home-grown goodies which are showcased on pages 9, 10 and
11.
Below: Alan and Beverley’s garden showcasing a beautiful Acer.

Above: Geoff’s cast iron bath lovingly restored with a wire brush and a
couple of coats of rustproofing followed by black Hammerite .

Teresa Whittaker’s favourite flower,
the Viola.

October 2020
Tuesday 13 October— Zoom Business Meeting
Tuesday 17 October —Zoom Quiz ( International) Sue
Johnson
Tuesday 20 October —SGM
Tuesday 27 October —11.30am Tripartite Zoom.
1800 hrs Guest Speaker Michael O’Brien
Middlesbrough Environment City
Thursday 29 October—Executive Group Meeting
(Strategy Review)

November 2020
Monday 2 November—Council Meeting

Pictured above, Carey Brownless’ favourite place to sit and
enjoy the summer sunshine. Below, Val Shuttleworth’s
much loved Aeonium, which sadly dies after it has
flowered. Val has saved some seeds and will try to grow
another one next year.

Tuesday 3 November —Guest speaker, Jerry Hollands
Theme: Cyber Crime
Tuesday 10 November —Business Meeting
Tuesday 17 November— Guest Speaker Ian McNeal
Teesside Live
Tuesday 24 November —Guest Speaker Barry Jones
Conservation and Aviation
Monday 30 November—Council Meeting

December 2020
Tuesday 2 December to 4 December — Float Evenings
Friday 5 December and Saturday 6 December—Teesside
Park Float Weekend
Monday 7 December to Friday 11 December—Float
Evenings
Saturday 12 December and Sunday 13 December —
Teesside Park Float Weekend
Monday 14 December and Tuesday 15 December Float
Evenings ( Wednesday 16 December reserve night)
Tuesday 22 December—Christmas Party
A massive ‘Thank You’ to Joe Guerin for organising and producing such a varied programme of events.

January 2021
Monday 4 January —Council meeting
Tuesday 5 January—Guest speaker. TBC.
Tuesday 12 January —Business Meeting
Tuesday 19 January—Float Presentation Evening
Tuesday 26 January—Club Interim Assembly
Thursday 28 January—Executive Group Meeting
(Strategy Review)

*Please note: Programme of events may change
depending upon Covid-19 status and availabilities.
Please check the website regularly for any updates and
amendments: www.erimusrotary.org

Save our Steel Heritage

Pictured above, the Sloper’s beautifully manicured
garden and below...
From early on in lockdown, in addition to spending
extra time in our gardens, three neighbours and I
decided to overhaul the Grey Towers Drive "Green”
that is overlooked by our houses.

Our very own Geoff Taylor is now Chair for the ‘Save our
Steel Heritage’ group, who believe that there is a future
for the iconic Redcar blast furnace. Join the debate in
reimagining the steelworks future through celebrating its
heritage. Numerous examples from around the world
show an alternative future is possible for the Redcar
steelworks site - one that pays respect to our history in
iron and steelmaking, but also embraces the future.

Having got approval from our local Councillor, the first
task was to clear an area of overgrown bushes and wild
saplings. We then levelled it and sowed grass seed,
much of which germinated prior to the hot and dry
period in May, and despite the best endeavours of the
pigeons! After that, it was a case of fertilising, cutting,
rolling and cutting again (and again, and again).

We want you to join us in sharing your thoughts and
ideas on what should happen to our iconic industrial
structures. Hopefully, by putting forward a fragment of
something visionary, desirable, and just beyond the
realm of the possible, we can collectively imagine a
prosperous future for Teesside, whilst protecting our
historical legacy

The end result (see below) is a much improved area
that is being much admired by walkers and
neighbours. It is also appreciated by the Council's
contract grass cutters whose workload is that little bit
less arduous than previously.
- Bryan Sloper

Please look at the Facebook page and follow the efforts
to save the Redcar blast furnace and other iconic
structures from the iron and steel making era. The more
likes and supporters, the better! Thank you.

On 6 October, Erimus Rotary zoom took on
another fresh initiative, as the club continued
to keep its members engaged and entwined
through lockdown. This was 'Limerick
Tuesday', where groups of six were sent to
'breakout rooms' with a pair of 'Limerick First
Lines' and left for ten minutes to compose
their ditties before returning to recite their
compositions to the zoomed multitude.
So, what is a limerick?
A limerick is a humorous poem consisting of
five lines. The first, second, and fifth lines
must have seven to ten syllables while
rhyming and having the same verbal rhythm.
The third and fourth lines should only have
five to seven syllables; they too must rhyme
with each other and have the same rhythm.
Not as easy as it sounds!!
Geoff Taylor, organiser of the event, didn’t disappoint and takes us through the evening’s fun… ‘Our bunch of nervous
writers, soon proved themselves to be slick reciters. The teams worked together and the rhymes got a tether and very
soon all were in line- so good was the crack that even the ‘hack ‘that had set out the contest was kind. The wooden
spoon prize was quickly denied because all of the verses were good. If you've got a need for an evening to lead, which
will bring all your friends alongside, just try to create a poetry gate and then usher those pals right inside. You'll find as
we did that its easily rid all the Covid conventions aside. We had lots of fun and if you'll excuse the pun, we shall let our
Rotation reside-but we'll pick up the run for some limerick fun on another occasion beside.’

A note from Bryan Sloper ...
On Tuesday 17 November, Ian McNeal, Digital Editor for Teesside Live
and the Gazette, will be addressing Erimus members. In advance of his
talk, it would be useful for members to download the Teesside Live App
onto their mobile phones. It seems to work very well and is a big step
forward from the hard copy version. To load it (free of charge) go to your
App store and search Teesside Live, then upload.

Contact us at: www.erimusrotary.org
or facebook@erimusrotary or
via email at enquiries@erimus-rotary.org.

