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Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary Club is based at Middlesbrough Golf Club and was founded in 1985. Since then
the club has been involved in many fundraising projects for local charities and good causes.
There is emphasis on community support and includes a strong fellowship running through the club including visits to local
businesses, theatres and guest speaker evenings. The club has thirty two members including three Associate members.
On Tuesday 26 January, Joe Guerin invited Members of
Erimus to share their highlights and experiences over the
last 35 years. For him, it was the first Yarm Charity
Concert organised by Mike Overy. 750 people attended
the event and Joe had the great pleasure of announcing
that £11,000 had been raised to support Prostrate Cancer
Robotic Surgery at James Cook University Hospital.
Mike Robson has been charged with collating all these
stories and memories to celebrate this very special year
within the club’s history. (Read more about Mike’s
compendium of the club's activities over the first thirty
five years on page 8.)
We will also be finding out more in future
editions of the newsletter, how members of the
three clubs progress toward this year's
Centenary celebrations planned for our senior
club in November 2021. Exciting times ahead!

More from the President of Erimus Rotary Club - page 2
Read about Teesside’s Beacon of Hope - page 3
...and find out all there is to know about Erimus in the community - pages 6 and 7

Dear friends,
With spring on it’s way and the nights starting, albeit slowly, to get a little lighter our attention
starts to focus on spring and the re-awakening of the gardens and countryside. I suspect, like
me and Teresa my wife, also a Rotarian, this cannot come soon enough. Similarly, club
members are anxiously looking forward to the day when face-to-face meetings can resume
and we can move ahead with our fundraising and community projects as normal.
As you will have read in our previous edition, our Santa fundraising this year was a little
different and presented a few challenges, however, through the web site, text messaging and
the golden giving site, we managed to raise a respectable amount of money, which has
allowed the club to make a donation of £400 to each of our beneficiary charities. It has been
an interesting excursion into the modern IT communications world and something we hope to continue next year, in
addition to resuming the normal programme of taking Santa around our local community.
2021 is a special year as it marks the centenary of Rotary on Teesside, with the formation of the Middlesbrough Rotary
Club in 1921. They, in turn, helped the formation of many of the clubs based around the local area.
During the year, various activities are being planned to commemorate this remarkable achievement, culminating in a
gala dinner later in the year. Further details of these events will follow in due course. Erimus, on the other hand, was
formed in 1985, and are a humble 35 years ‘young’ this year.
Despite the lockdown, members have been engaged in supporting our local community with significant donations to
support those in need. Alongside this, Rotary nationally, are seeking to recognise the community volunteers who have
gone ‘above and beyond’ to help and support the vulnerable and in need. If you have anyone you would like to
recommend, please let us know via our website: www.erimusrotary.org or via email at enquiries@erimus-rotary.org.
Over the next few weeks, we have a wide-ranging series of on-line, ‘zoom’ speaker nights, details are in this newsletter.
As ever, if you are interested in joining any of the presentations please let us know, you would be very welcome.
In the meantime stay safe.

- David Whittaker

Members of Erimus have been meeting every Wednesday afternoon at 2.30pm to share a
cuppa and a chat. (Sometimes amazing cakes and pastries are featured too!) Apparently,
they are sharing lots of interesting stories and we hope to be able to broadcast some of
these in our next edition of the newsletter— Mike, we are really interested in finding out
more about your Gondola!!

On Tuesday 19 January, members and guests of Erimus Rotary
took their zoomed seats in readiness to learn something about
the changing face of Teesside University. Professor Mark
Simpson, University of Teesside's Pro Vice Chancellor
(Teaching and Learning) presented an overview of the
institution's progress in recent years.
Professor Simpson is exceptionally well placed to deliver the
retrospective having entered the establishment as a student,
his graduation was followed by a doctorate and he then
progressed to a place in the teaching fraternity, where his
career has taken him to his present senior role.
As part of the University’s Mission there is a strong civic
outreach coupled with their stated ambition to act as a
beacon of hope for the region.
The professor’s video overview of the campus gave a vivid
picture of the changes wrought by a quarter century of
development with ultra modern buildings and quality student
accommodation replacing rows of terraced housing. The
university has excelled in several areas over the years and
colleges across the Tees Valley, now benefit from a University
College Partnership, which enables students to follow degree
courses based at their own local college. One of Teesside
University’s strengths has been early work using Microsoft
Teams, which has proved extremely useful since the outbreak
of Covid-19 and the transition to remote teaching and
learning.
Another strong suit for their academic profile has been their
global outreach, with offices in Singapore, India and China.
There is a dynamic effort to increase levels of diversity and
culture, as Mark explained; ‘a walk along Linthorpe road
counting the variety of supermarket national origins, can trace
accurately the diverse multi-cultural trends within our local
community.’

Teesside University boasts the first Adobe Creative
Campus in Europe, its skills in digital animation are world scale
and the level of 'Good Degrees ' recognised as being 2.1 and
First class is now at an impressive 77%. Research fellows
operating on the campus regularly attract support funding and
Mark was able to confirm to our members, that one such
award is the first to break the £1 million barrier.
Contrary to popular belief, graduates of Teesside have a very
versatile range of subjects to choose from and Mark took
great pleasure in citing the fact that the lead designer of Aston
Martin cars is an alumni of the University and does
occasionally visit in one of his creations!
Amongst other impressive statistics quoted, there are at
present 16,000 students of eighty eight different nationalities
supported by 2,300 teaching staff at the University. This
provides a substantial boost to Middlesbrough’s economy and
the wider Tees region.
Much of the teaching and learning is now carried out using
iPads for which there is an 88.5% approval rating and in recent
years the institution has invested around £270 million across
the Tees Valley. Despite the move to technology for learning,
Rotarians were relieved, comforted and a little surprised to
learn that a cash sum provided for the purchase of books in
paper or electronic format, was converted to the paper
version by 98% of students.

There were a number of questions which elicited further positive answers about the quality and strength
of our town’s ‘seat of learning’ and members together with their guests were left in no doubt that the
University of Teesside we hold in our midst, is a dynamic and successful community establishment, which
is geared up to develop skills and learning appropriate to a positive and progressive future.
Thanks were expressed on the club's behalf by Brian Dinsdale, who had initially introduced Professor
Simpson as not just a serious thinker, but an extremely good marathon runner as well.

Tuesday 2 February, treated Erimus members to a glimpse into the future, more specifically the future
with electric vehicles.
Chris Baylis, a highly experienced motor engineer
presented insights into his career, commencing as a
Nuffield engineer and then progressing through a number
of very senior positions in the automotive industry to
developing his own engineering consultancy.
Chris explained that whilst the conundrum of installing
sufficient electrical power into a motor vehicle rapidly
continues, there are many technical barriers that are
being broken down.
Ten years ago, Chris was involved in an endeavour which
saw an electric car built in the North East, break the
quarter mile 'drag speed' record from a standing start in
less than ten seconds. This contrasted with alternative
successes, using Nissan manufactured batteries to power
warehouse robot vehicles, which work for up to eleven
and a half hours on a thirty minute charge.
Whilst positive about the prospects for electric vehicles,
Chris acknowledges the hurdles presented by
infrastructure and power capacity, describing the latter as
'Something which leaders are going to have to get their
brains around'.

Various pioneering systems are being trialled across the
globe. In Scandinavia heavy goods vehicles travelling on
major roads are drawing energy from overhead cables
like trams of old and switching to onboard batteries on
the side roads for the start and finish sectors of their
journey.
Elsewhere buses take a stop-to-stop power load from
'super capacitors' at each halt. Here in the North East if
the pandemic allows, Chris will take his junior versions of
electric powered racing cars to Croft Autodrome in June,
where children from as young as 11yrs will be able to race
around silently, but speedily.
There were of course
many questions, but
perhaps the answer
which brought the
greatest sighs of relief,
was when Chris
confirmed that the
battery life was something like 7,000 to 8,000
cycles. Put more simply,
the car will expire from
old age well before its
batteries do!

Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary Club is based at Middlesbrough Golf Club and has members from the surrounding areas including,
Marton, Acklam, Guisborough, Great Ayton, Great Broughton, Nunthorpe, Stainton and Seamer. The club was founded in 1985 and
has a rich history, which we will be celebrating through features in every newsletter. In this edition, Bryan Sloper takes us through
his first term as President (1997/98).

Bryan Sloper- President’s Year 1997/98
‘Taking over as Club President from Mike Gardner in July
1997 was always going to be a challenge. Despite having
to travel around the World with his job, Mike showed
great drive and commitment in his President's year.
Perhaps, his enforced absence on business was a benefit
in disguise for me as it afforded the opportunity to
become familiar with the running of the Club and
handling of meetings before taking up the reins for my
year…’
Assisted by a very able and experienced Council, including Secretary Keith Whitfield, the Club was entertained by a
wide range of speakers during my year. One of the highlights was a talk by an Australian ship's engineer who had
sailed into Whitby on the replica of Captain Cook's Endeavour. He spoke about his experiences on the journey and, to
the delight of members, invited us all to Whitby the following week to tour the ship, and we followed that by treating
him and some of his colleagues to fish and chips at the Magpie. Perhaps the most exciting visit of the year was the
evening trip to Sutton Bank, where around a dozen of us were each fortunate enough to get a 20 minute flight in a
two seater glider.
Club meetings were at the Marton Country Club and it was always uncertain until we arrived where Audrey, the
infamous Restaurant Manager, would direct us to eat and meet. If we were dispatched to meet in the ‘scan room’,
there would then be a pause while we prayed for the coffee to arrive safely from the kitchen in the dumb waiter.
The North East Games for the Disabled was still in its early years and being organised and run by the Club, with only
limited support from elsewhere. However, through Walter Pattison we had secured sponsorship from Scottish &
Newcastle Breweries and several Middlesbrough footballers gave the event some high profile publicity, including TV
coverage.
During the year, we welcomed four new members to the Club, three of whom were to go on to become Club
Presidents. My President's Night at the Ladle was one to remember for everyone, with the Erimus Players performing
‘The fall and rise of Bryan Sloper’, their highly entertaining version of the Full Monty.
It was the Club's year to host the International Twinning Weekend in May 1998. The Friday evening meal was held at
the Riverside Stadium, followed by an International ‘Safari Supper’ on Saturday and a reception by the
Middlesbrough Mayor on Sunday morning..... and then, I became yesterday's man at the end of June by handing over
the reins to Mike Walton.

If you have any memories that you would like to share with the editorial team for the newsletter.
Please contact Carey Brownless at careyclarkson@sky.com

At a zoom meeting on Tuesday 12 January, members of Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary spent an evening with honorary member,
Peter Swan who gave us all an up-date on developments regarding the Meserani Project.

Erimus Rotary- Making a Difference in Tanzania
On Tuesday 12 January one of Erimus Rotary’s honorary members Peter
Swan, was able to deliver a PowerPoint message bringing the club up-to
-date with our sponsorship of students in Tanzania. One third of the
club’s thirty seven members are involved in supporting students from
the Meserani region, but on this occasion the club’s jointly sponsored
students were the main focus.

The presentation featured a series of pictures of our newest graduate
Lomnyaki Saitabau who has gained an upper second class B.Ed degree
in science from Mwenge Catholic University in Moshi. Lomnyaki will now
have an excellent chance of a teaching career as there is a dearth of
suitably qualified candidates in the country.
Erimus have now undertaken the sponsorship of two young female
students, Regina Meliyo, aged 12yrs and Upendo Nooy, who is 15yrs
old. Both girls came from disadvantaged homes and were destined to be
‘sold’ in marriage to much older men had their boarding school
education not been possible. Each has declared her ambition to become
a nurse and their studies at Kipok Secondary Boarding School should
make this a live option. Their letters of thanks can be found on the next
page.

Pictured above: Lomnyaki Saitabau who has
gained an upper second class B.Ed degree in
Science.

Peter Swan and his wife Diane, established the Meserani Project whilst
teaching at Acklam Grange School and they continue to actively manage
this initiative, which has transformed the lives of dozens of young people
in Tanzania. Sponsors or positive enquiries are always welcome and
details can be obtained on www.meseraniproject.co.uk.

Pictured above: Upendo Nooy
Pictured left: Regina Meliyo

Erimus Rotary- Making a Difference in Tanzania Continued…
Regina and Upendo put into writing what this opportunity means to them and thank the
Erimus members for continuing to sponsor their education. (See their letters on the left.)
LOMNYAKI SAITABAU’s letter to our members can be viewed below right.
Dear members of Rotary Club of Middlesbrough Erimus
I am writing as the response to the letter that I received from peter swan, that
was written on 17thJanuary 2021. I received through WhatsApp. Thankyou very
much for your congrats, you deserve more congratulations because you made
this achievement possible for your unconditional support thatI received from you
and made me reach this level. I don't know the kind of language and feelings
that I can use to express my sincere thanks in this regard. Thank so much!!!!!!

I have never seen you face to face but maybe one day I will stand in front of this
generous people and thank them again. I am so sorry to hear about the
condition of covid19 in England that you are in lockdown. I am also so sorry to
the members whom relatives have suffered the contagious. I hope that the vaccine will bring relief but the true relief can be found in God. Here in
Tanzania, the contagious has not affected much although it caused the closure
of schools and universities last year from march to may last year. But now
business is as usual, no lockdown in Tanzania, no covid19 case I have ever heard
in my neighborhood.
Since I graduated from university, two months are now over. I have not yet got a
teaching post. Since I like reading books, I have used this time to read some
books. I know the importance of books. Since the beginning of this year I have
read four books, and the current book that I am reading is the book written by
Myles Munro entitled "THE PRINCIPLES AND POWER OF VISION". I have some
plans that I have planned to accomplish before the end of this year, and one of
the plan is to read 32 books with different titles to expand my knowledge of
helping the society as the teacher.

I get the books from the site "www.pdfdrive.com." When I will get a job I think
things will be good since I will get money to buy books and to be able to access
this site at anytime I want because in Tanzania we don't have WI-FI. Getting a
job will also help me to be able to accomplish many other plans that I have
planned to accomplish like building a rental apartment that will help me get
much money to be able to help others in need.

The Meserani Project is a unique ‘home-grown’ charity
with a primary focus on providing primary, secondary,
further and higher education for young people in an area
of East Africa where such education opportunities are not
accessible to them due to poverty, family circumstances
and lack of educational provision.

I already have a piece of land for building a rental apartment or rental rooms
which is in the list of my goals. Also, getting a job will be a great opportunity to
teach and transform many children by teaching and advising them. Although
getting a job now in Tanzania is somehow difficult, I hope that I will get it when
the time comes. On the other hand I would like to congratulate peter swan for
joining the rotary club. Peter and Diana have been very kind people. They have
been encouraging us to work hard all the time. Thanks a lot.
Yours sincerely.
LOMNYAKI SAITABAU

Starting The Meserani (Lesiraa) Project
In July 2004 a group of students from Acklam Grange School, Middlesbrough, stumbled across Lesiraa School, on a
two-week Overland Expedition to Kenya and Tanzania. What they witnessed shocked them, and proved to be quite
distressing.
They simply could not believe that young people could be educated in such conditions, and in
a tearful and emotional meeting they made a promise that they would ‘make a difference’.
The immediate response was to leave a sum of money to start a building project for the
school, and upon their return to Middlesbrough they launched what was to become known

Erimus Members and Time Travel Tales
The latest meeting of Erimus Rotary was thrown open to the
stories of times past. Rotarian, Mike Robson has been
compiling a compendium of the club's activities over the first
thirty five years and this was a nudge for other members to
bring their clearest recall to the process.
Mike started by describing the Great North Bikini
Challenge when the club sought to wrest the Guinness Book
of Records title for the most bikini wearing ladies from Bondi
Beach, Australia.......At Redcar!

Despite well over 350 entrants, the chill of a July morning
proved too much of a handicap for some, but the entrants
were treated to a visit from The Great North Air Ambulance
for whom the sponsorship was destined beach and over
£7,000 was raised.
Erimus’ exploits and highlights over the years includes the
club being heralded as the first group to use the Transporter
Bridge as a fundraising platform, which in 2000 garnered
over £18,000 in six and a half hours. This successful feat led
to other organisations using the iconic structure for Zip Wire,
Abseiling and Bungee Jump experiences.
Founder President, Walter Pattison recalled his adventures
with the club, playing cricket overseas for the Great Britain
Rotary team, which in its turn brought a competitive group
of Indian Rotarians to Teesside, where four games were
played .
Club members were reminded that in this, the most testing
year of our existence, thanks largely to a pair of dedicated
'techie' members, Erimus has met every week on Zoom.
Rotarians continue to donate their ‘dinner money’ to local
Food Bank support, whilst members and their partners have
funded, stitched, dug, delivered and supported numerous
charities and good causes, particularly providing 'scrubs' and
masks for our heroic health workers. President Dave
Whittaker urged all
members to add their
contribution to 'Erimus
- the first Thirty Five
Years' and closed the
meeting with the usual
final toast of Rotary
The World Over!

February 2021
Monday 1 February —Council meeting
Tuesday 2 February —Guest speaker: Chris Baylis
‘The Electric Car’
Tuesday 9 February — Business Meeting
Tuesday 16 February — Fun Evening with Stuart and Joe
Tuesday 23 February —Guest speaker: Alan Clifton

March 2021
Monday 1 March —Council meeting
Tuesday 2 March—Guest speaker: Tom Hind (North York
Moors National Park)
Tuesday 9 March —Business Meeting
Tuesday 16 March — Zoom Fun Quiz - Sue Johnson
Tuesday 23 March — Guest speaker: Fred Hutchinson

Tuesday 30 March —Tripartite Meeting

April 2021
Monday 5 April —Council meeting
Tuesday 6 April —Guest speaker: Mike Robson
Saturday 10 April — President’s Night (Murder Mystery)
Tuesday 13 April — Business Meeting
Tuesday 20 April — Stockbroker Evening (Teams of 4)

Tuesday 27 April — AGM and election of 2021/22 Officers
Thursday 29 April — Executive Group Meeting (Strategy
Review)

A massive ‘Thank You’ to Joe Guerin for organising and producing such a varied programme of events.

May 2021
Monday 3 May — Council meeting
Tuesday 4 May —Guest speaker: Stephen Cox. ‘The high
jacking of Lufthansa 181’
Tuesday 11 May —Business Meeting
Sunday 16 May — Rotary at Home. Dave and Teresa
Whittaker
Tuesday 18 May — Visit to Ampleforth Chocolate factory
Tuesday 25 May — Assembly (Incoming President and team
present plans for 2021/22)
Monday 31 May — Council Meeting

June 2021
Tuesday 1 June — Guest speaker: Lee Dobson (Manager
Middlesbrough Sporting Village)
Tuesday 8 June — Business Meeting

Friday 11 June to Sunday 13 June —Twinning Weekend
Tuesday 15 June — Visit to Kiplin Hall
Tuesday 22 June — Rotary at Home. Sizzle, Pimms and
Pudding at Judith’s and Neil’s!
Tuesday 29 June — Handover to 2021/22 President, Alan
Clifton
*Please note: Programme of events may change
depending upon Covid-19 status and availabilities.
Please check the website regularly for any updates and
amendments: www.erimusrotary.org

A note from Joe Guerin:
I have started pulling together the programme for next year
with help from Neil, Brian D and David B. We already have
some great ideas and hopefully, we will be able to get
together face-to-face sometime this year. Can you have a
think of activities you would like the club to do in Alan’s
Presidential Year. Let me know on WhatsApp or e-mail
please. Thank you.

Covid Tablets for Life
Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary Club is supporting Redcar Rotary
Club’s initiative ‘Laptop for Kids Appeal’ are YOU?
Please read the following information to find out how you can get
involved…
The Covid pandemic has been playing havoc with everyone's lives,
not least children who are our future and have had their education
constantly disrupted during this pandemic. This latest lockdown
means even more home schooling.
Many of us take the internet and access to it for granted, however
not everyone is as privileged. The aim of this appeal is to give
children from low income families in Redcar & Cleveland access to
online learning activities during the Covid pandemic and beyond by
providing them with a tablet for home use.
Our aim is to raise enough money to fund 20 tablets for
distribution in Redcar & Cleveland, however we will purchase as
many as we can with whatever funds we raise.

All donations will be paid into the Rotary Club of Redcar Trust Fund
which is eligible for Gift Aid. So if you make a donation and pay UK
tax, please tick the Gift Aid box as this generates an additional 25%
of the value of your donation.
Please give generously and spread the word, so we can achieve our
aim as soon as possible and help these children get the education
they deserve.

Thank you

Mike O’Reilly, Climate Action Middlesbrough Co-Ordinator, presented our thirty two assembled ‘zoomers’ a very
detailed description of Middlesbrough's Environment City operation (Often abbreviated to MEC or MEnvCity).
Using the ten principles for healthy, sustainable living the group, an independent charity, operate very effectively
across the town running numerous events across the year, including the Middlesbrough Town Meal which has become
a centre-piece of the charity’s calendar.
Mike explained that there is an emphasis on supporting family members of all ages, with help for everything from
horticulture to orienteering. Redundant bikes get repaired and pressed back into service, tips on home insulation
dispensed and much, much more. The 'A team' support is Mike's favourite, helping those isolated and often troubled to
find their feet once more in the community. Effective help to those who need it, on the ground at no cost. The charity’s
ultimate goal is to improve the quality of life for our community, through sustainability and the promotion of healthy
living, whilst reducing the impact on Earth’s resources.
The Ten Principles include: Health and Happiness, Equity and Local Economy, Culture and Community, Land and
Nature, Sustainable Water, Local and Sustainable Food, Travel and Transport, Materials and Products, Materials and
Waste, Zero Waste and Zero Carbon Energy.,

Definition of a Weekend Warrior:
•

A member of the military reserves who trains on
the weekends and for a few weeks every year.

•

A person who does a particular activity (such as a sport) only
on the weekends .

On Tuesday 12 January, club members were regaled with the
‘Weekend Warriors’ reminiscence of former TA soldier, Fred Logie
who progressed through the ranks from Private to Lieutenant despite a series of exploits, which would have graced
more than one episode of Dad’s Army and included the loss of a brand new Bedford 3 ton truck, which went for an
unscheduled swim in the river Tay!

Contact us at: www.erimusrotary.org
or facebook@erimusrotary or
via email at enquiries@erimus-rotary.org.

