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Middlesbrough Rotarians start branching out on their Centenary Tree Planting Project with the
support of David Hill (Hills Nursery), Peter Chapman (Middlesbrough Council) and his team.
Things are now starting to progress regarding
this initiative through the help of David Hill,
who has been very supportive in the
purchasing of thirty eight trees, including
beech, mountain ash, flowering cherry, linden
birch and hawthorn.
The trees were purchased at cost price, with
Hills agreeing that the trees can be 'put on a
line' in pots at the nursery, where they will be
grown until they are ready to be planted out,
either this autumn or the next. Had the clubs
chosen to purchase full-grown trees sturdy
enough to plant now, funds raised would have
only purchased about a dozen. A great saving
indeed and one which we are most grateful to
have received.
The team are now in the process of recruiting
a potting group to attend Hills Nursery, Station
Road, Stokesley to start organising and potting
the saplings. (Keep watching our website for
further details regarding this project).

If the project proves successful, a very impressive feature will be created, which
over time, will hopefully transform the area. The riverside path where the trees will
be planted, is already home to two national trails; Teesdale Way and the National
coastal path, the area also boasts a national cycle route.
There are of course, going to be challenges ahead, but as we celebrate 100 years of
Rotary within the Teesside community, we believe we will remain, as always, a
positive force for change in the future.
Follow how this centenary project develops in our newsletters throughout the year.

The pots and compost are being supplied free
of charge by Hills Nursery and the potting will
be overseen by David, who has a wealth of
experience in this area of work! All potting will
of course be socially distanced. A small group
of Rotarians will also be recruited to visit the
nursery at regular intervals to adjust supports
and monitor the saplings. These trees when
planted at 5 metre intervals apart, will
produce an avenue of trees about 100 metres
in length.

More from the President of Erimus Rotary Club - page 2
Read about Rotary in the Community and the Yorkits Initiative - page 6
...and find out all there is to know about Rotakids - pages 8 and 9

Dear friends,
As I sit here writing, with the sun steaming through the windows bringing a welcome
warmth to the house and garden, it’s difficult not to believe that all is well with the world. In
recent weeks, with the rollout of the vaccination programme, the club has started
tentative plans for the resumption of ‘normal’ club meetings, fundraising and community
work.
As ever, there is much to do, with Rotary determined to increase its impact in local
communities. I am sure our contacts with the community councils in South Middlesbrough
will be of value, however, if you are aware of any local projects and/or club initiatives which
may need some support, please let us know.
A major focus for the next few months is the Centenary of Rotary on Teesside. Middlesbrough Rotary club is 100 years
old in November 2021 and this will be celebrated with a number of events across the town, culminating in a Gala dinner
at Jury’s Inn on 14 November. Alongside this, a concert featuring local artists, a centenary golf tournament and various
exhibitions are being planned, details to follow in future newsletters.
Our present focus is on the preparations for the creation of an area of woodland at Teesaurus Park, which will stretch
alongside the River Tees towards Newport Bridge. Middlesbrough Council have given approval for this and we will
shortly receive the first delivery of trees. These will be potted and grown ready for planting on site in the Autumn. Once
these are in place, the woodland will be developed further with underplanting of bulbs and gradually added to from an
on-site tree nursery to create a fitting tribute to 100 years of Rotary’s contribution to the area. If you would like to be
involved please let us know.

I do hope that you find this edition of our newsletter interesting and as ever, we would like to thank you for your
ongoing support. Well, the garden awaits, so I will end here and hope you all stay safe.
Best wishes.

- David Whittaker

In edition 3, ten of our Erimus members put
spade to earth on Dixon's Bank and planted
almost five thousand crocus bulbs.
We are excited to report that they are now
starting to bloom to create a carpet of purple,
reminding us all to keep working towards
eradicating Polio from the world.

Rotary business meetings on Zoom are not the stuff of which dreams are made and the Erimus Rotary
programme team have added 'Life Stories' to the agenda to brighten up these evening's with a bit of 'Reality
Rotary'.
This installment of life's rich pageant, comes courtesy of Mike Walton and his voyage through the years....

Business with the Waltons!
Upon leaving school, Mike took an electrical apprenticeship and, at its completion, decided he needed to 'see the
world'. His transport and working passage covered various
ships of the Esso fleet, one of the world's largest
shipowners.
Joining his first ship as a supernumerary and scheduled to
shadow the 'Lecky' for a training voyage, his mentor
promptly fell sick and was transferred ashore. Young
Walton found himself effectively in charge of circuits and
motors from day one and a bit like children thrown in at
the deep end, he found he had to learn to swim quite
quickly.
The SS Esso Cardiff was his training school, with his
standard route spanning the Persian Gulf, UK and Europe.
Mike told the group that all went quite smoothly in his
career until a passage through the Suez Canal in 1967...
War had broken out between the occupants of opposite
banks of the canal and Mike's ship was caught in the
crossfire collecting shells from low flying fighter planes,
which fortunately did not cause any explosions. His ship
was amongst the last to leave the canal and our more
seasoned readers may recall, not all vessels were so lucky,
with four being trapped in the Bitter Lakes for several
years.

Upon further investigation, Mike found that he wasn’t
on his own ship, Esso York, (which was just about to sail),
but an identical sister ship moored at the next berth!
After his adventures at sea, Mike moved to a managerial
position for a ship contracting company, Mansons,
Teesside, where he eventually became a Director.
When Mansons diversified into other areas, Mike was
able to buy the Teesside operation and expanded his
sphere of operations buying forestry and a sawmill to
supply the company’s timber dunnage (protective
packaging) requirements. Here he stayed and thrived
until retirement.
Mike's story was delivered in the company of his son,
Nick, (pictured with Mike below) who is now an Honorary
member of Erimus.
Nick too has his own story to tell, with no fewer than five
medals from the Paralympic Games and he now trains
junior gymnasts through the Middlesbrough FC
Foundation, a programme providing opportunities to
raise aspirations and improve the life chances of people
across our local communities. An amazing achievement.

Mike reminded his listeners that losing power in the
Atlantic was no picnic, no seaborne AA or RAC, spare parts
were what you had or could make and trial and error
linked to innovation was often the only solution!
Times were never dull, both at sea and on shore, and Mike
regaled his audience with quite a few interesting tales.
Mike cited one story where he returned from a trip ashore
in Aruba, returning to his cabin (a little unsteadily!) He
slept off the rum punches, rising the following day to be
greeted by a strange face.

Team Walton … Mike, with wife Sue, son Nick, two horses, four well trained gun
dogs and a busy lifestyle continue making their contribution to Erimus Rotary.

Tuesday 2 March, treated Erimus Rotary members to a ‘zoom’ around the North York Moors National Park.
The guide for the evening, recently appointed Chief
Executive, Tom Hind.
Tom, from Sheffield, started his journey into nature as a
schoolboy, where he would help his uncle on a family
farm. Post university, Tom worked successively with the
National Farmers Union (NFU), Tesco and an agricultural
quango before his present appointment with the North
York Moors National Park (NYMNP) Authority.
Tom’s presentation about the Park’s history and
developments was enlightening, with its 26 miles of
coastline, 840 scheduled monuments, 1400 miles of
Rights of Way and an estimated 8.3 million visitors each
year, there is definitely plenty to see and do!
NYMNP is a free standing local authority, which actually
owns very little of the land within its boundaries and is
tasked with conserving and enhancing natural beauty,
wildlife and cultural heritage, whilst promoting
opportunities for the public to understand and enjoy its
special qualities.
Tom explained to our members that much of the natural
conservation work is achieved through positive
partnerships with landowners and the public. Maintaining
and improving access by foot, bicycle , horseback and
where possible wheelchair, relies upon the efforts of 500
active volunteers, who contributed over 8,500 volunteer
days last year.
Rotarians were pleased to hear that the National Park
supports the efforts of ‘Feast of Fun’, a charity which
enables children from disadvantaged backgrounds to
enjoy school holiday through different adventures and
activities. Engaging with communities least likely to visit
the park is a clear objective for Tom and his team.
Images on this page show the Park's outreach
programme, its opportunities and challenge and Tom
presenting to our members.

Looking to the future, Tom announced that work had just
begun on a new management plan and has invited
members of the public interested in the scheme, to log-in
and contribute to the process online.
The main features are likely to include participation in
developing a roadmap to Covid recovery; contributing
toward Climate Change through adaptation and
mitigation; assisting with the increase of bio-diversity as
well as walking the tightrope of balancing nature
conservation and economic development.
Answering questions, Tom agreed there is a real need to
develop cycle routes across the Park, with the possibility
of links into the Teesside conurbation on the Park's
agenda. Fred Hutchinson delivered a vote of thanks
telling Tom that members would definitely be visiting the
Park as soon as lockdown allows.

www.northyorkmoors.org.uk
@northyorkmoors
thind@northyorkmoors.org.uk
@thind741

As thirty plus Middlesbrough Erimus members and partners took
their seats in the Zoom stalls once again on Tuesday 9 March, a
new member took his place amongst them.
David Branson (pictured below) upgraded an associate
membership and was welcomed by President, Dave Whittaker,
who is also his regular cycling partner. The president went on to
tell the members, that his bike rides pre-covid with David
Branson, Councillor for Coulby Newham, were frequently
interrupted by calls from residents upset about potholes or other
issues. David is also a lecturer on Health and Safety issues at
Middlesbrough College and expressed his enthusiasm for the
work of Rotary in the town.
The newest member joined others to hear one of the club's
longest serving cohort, give a whistle stop tour of his 44 year
career in and around middlesbrough.

July 1960 saw the instigation of a new Mental Health Act and
young Mr Atkinson was enlisted as one of the first three
official Social Workers in the town. Trevor's patch covered
most of the borough's back to back housing, where despite
crowded conditions, raising awareness to overcrowding and
the problems it can create was a challenge, with local people
fearing that families would be separated.
Trevor soldiered on and was later appointed a mental welfare
officer and spoke of the traumas involved in working in this
area. A subsequent move in 1970, saw Trevor move to
Guisborough to cover a much more rural area, whilst a course
at Newcastle Polytechnic in 1978 ensured his skills and
lifetime experience were supported by appropriate paper
qualifications.

Trevor Atkinson (pictured top right) joined the staff of one of
Middlesbrough's two travel agents T. A. Bulmer in June 1954.
After 18 months, Trevor had the opportunity to upgrade his
status to Office Boy in the Council's Health Department, where
his first task entailed his overseeing a dysentery outbreak,
involving the collection and delivery of 'poo' samples!
More edifying work ensued assisting the Port Health Officer
dealing with vessels at Middlesbrough Docks. The highlight of his
career, he cites as the time he was tasked to sample curry on
board the Liner 'City of Port Elizabeth' on her second voyage to
the Tees. Hot stuff indeed!
National Service saw Trevor drafted into the RAF and on his
return to ‘civvy street’, he resumed service with
Middlesbrough's Health Department. A recent outbreak of polio
(in 1958) saw Trevor given the responsibility for registering and
monitoring children's vaccination certificates. He was also
entrusted with the handing-out of the chocolate buttons, a
handful for each well behaved child and a couple for Trev of
course!

Three years later at the start of the eighties, Trevor was
managing three offices dealing with mental welfare and
within a few short years he and other social service
employees were dealing with the awful fall out of what
became known as the Cleveland Child Abuse Scandal, where
many innocent families suffered greatly.
There were lighter moments in the role however, as Trevor
recalled accompanying police to the isolated and elevated
Tan Hill pub at two one morning, only to find the hostelry,
which had been forewarned, completely full of people sat at
tables chatting, with not a drop of alcohol in sight!

By November 1998, a very special retirement party was laid
on with many of Trevor’s former colleagues present to wish
him ‘Godspeed’ as he and wife Mary, set out on a couple of
decades of world travel by ship and plane …. this story is for
another meeting however!

Female members of Erimus Rotary contribute to World Women's Week
highlighting their work for YORKITS, an initiative promoting feminine hygiene
in developing countries.
In a previous edition of the newsletter, we featured an article
based around the charity initiative, ‘Yorkits’. Since then, many
members have been beavering away on their sewing machines
to produce these kits.
The scheme, is the latest community project from Rotary York
Ainsty and aims to help girls who have no feminine hygiene
provision and can't attend school during menstruation, thus
missing large parts of their education.
Workshops have been provided on how to make the kits,
organised by Issy Sanderson (York Ainsty), who spent much of
her working life in developing countries, initiating self help and
income generating projects. Last year she received the Rotary
award of "Champion of Change" as recognition for her work.
The Yorkits contain panties, a wash cloth, a carry bag for soiled
items and a strong polythene ziplocked bag for washing the
items in small amounts of often scarce water. The team also
provide templates and instructions on how the girls can make
further kits for themselves.
Each year, groups meet close to 8 March, which is International
Women's Day, to hold a big workshop in York Minster, where
hundreds of women come to make kits and to change lives.
After hearing a talk given by Issy to the Rotary Club of
Middlesbrough, a group of members were so inspired they
decided to take on the project during lockdown. Headed by
Teresa Whittaker from Great Ayton, the group has made more
than 30 kits, with Jean Taylor and Estelle Corbyn making 28 kits
between them. (Pictured right).

Estelle told us: "When we think of poverty in developing countries, we immediately think that there is difficulty in supplying
electricity and carrying water from a communal pump or well. We don’t think however, of women and girls having no access to
disposable sanitary items”.

"Our visit to Malawi was humbling, a major attitude changing experience. Despite few material possessions, there was overwhelming
positivity and welcome. Yorkits gave me the opportunity to return their goodwill. I had bought some traditional African fabric from
the market in Blantyre and I thought it a good idea to use the remnants of this to make the bags and pad holders. I know how much
these kits will be appreciated and be great enablers for young girls especially, being able to go to school."

Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary Club is based at Middlesbrough Golf Club and has members from the surrounding areas including,
Marton, Acklam, Guisborough, Great Ayton, Great Broughton, Nunthorpe, Stainton and Seamer. The club was founded in 1985 and
has a rich history, which we will be celebrating through features in every newsletter. In this edition, Chris Gent takes us through his
second term as President (2018/19).

Chris Gent - President’s Year 2018/19
Chris took over the presidency from David Jackson in June 2018 and his objectives for the
year included:
to attract new members to the club
to establish a higher profile in the local community
to continue fund-raising activities to support local and international charities
to establish closer contacts with the other Middlesbrough clubs and Rotary North East
to maintain the friendly, supportive club ethos
The year started with an ‘Introduction to Rotary ‘evening where prospective members were identified and invited to
the presentation. The meeting was well attended and the club gained three Associate Members. In January, Chris
inducted a new full member, Alan Clifton, into the club. Concerned about the lack of female interest in membership,
the club members also decided to invite the wives of current members to join. Five ladies took up the offer and
became associate members.
Chris told us: “Contact was made during the year with all the local community
councils. As a result, the profile of the Club was raised and significant
contributions made to local events. We made presentations about Rotary and our
Club to Nunthorpe and Marton West Community Councils, supported the
Nunthorpe Community Council fireworks event and planted 5000 crocus bulbs at
the junction of Guisborough Road and Dixons Bank. We took a leading role in a
Community Action Week involving students from the King’s Academy, where we
worked with the students to tidy up the local area. I also presented the Club’s
annual WEX Rotary Award at the King’s Academy prizegiving event.”
“We continued our support for Yatton House and provided them with a second
polytunnel. Funding came from Erimus, Great Ayton & Guisborough Rotary
Clubs and a District Grant. A small army of members were involved in its
construction and attended the official opening ceremony with the residents.
The main money raising project for the year, was a concert featuring the Blue
Jays, at Yarm School. This was very successful and raised a substantial amount
of money, which was split between Butterwick Hospice and Rotary charities.”
To raise money for the club’s International and Foundation commitments, the club
held their annual quiz and a ‘Call my Bluff’ wine tasting event at Kirby Church Hall.
The annual Euro weekend was held in Poland for the first time, which was a very
enjoyable and informative weekend. The club members also hosted a group of
children from the Chernobyl Project once again, which is always a firm favourite.
On the social front, the members had a busy and enjoyable year, with a group
attending the District’s Annual Conference held in Harrogate. Chris also
re-introduced President’s Night and held a number of ‘at
homes’, walks, barbecues and theatre visits. In June 2019,
Chris handed over the presidency to Bryan Sloper.
If you have any memories that you would like to share with the editorial team for the newsletter.
Please contact Carey Brownless at careyclarkson@sky.com

The National Young Writer Competition is a well-established and successful competition promoted by Rotary
International in Britain and Ireland (Rotaty GB&I). It is a three-stage competition designed to support and
encourage development of writing skills.
The competition is open to all schools and college communities, including those that are home educated and any other
young peoples’ community organisations, for example, community RotaKids, community Interact, Scout Groups, Girl
Guides. The three age groups are: Junior 7 to 10 years old, Intermediate 11 to 13 years old and Senior 14 to 17 years old .
There are three stages to the competition, local heats organised by local Rotary clubs. Age group winners of local heats are
entered into a district competition. The winners of each district are then entered into the national final.

2020/21 Theme:
To produce a written or typed story in prose entitled, ‘My Happiest Day’.
The written entry could be fiction or non-fiction, prose, or a poem, as long as the piece relates to the theme.

Teesside Youngsters
recount their Happiest Day
Autumn sees the start of the Rotary Youth Competitions and despite the
challenges schools have been facing, Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary have
concluded the first stage of the Young Writer competition.

Entries from students in the Junior and Intermediate age groups were
abundant and wide ranging in style, making the judging extremely difficult!
However, decisions were finally made, with the judging panel in total
agreement that the entries had been very impressive this year.
This year’s theme ‘My happiest day’, was well received by our young people
and certainly allowed for imaginative prose, with many of the entries harking
back to times before the present pandemic hit.
Winning entries in the junior competition originated from students at
Lingfield Primary. A wonderfully worded Haiku poem was runner-up, whilst
the winning entry recounted the author’s adventures on a camping trip with
her parents and friends. A truly memorable account, which expressed the fun
and wonderful memories of trying to keep dry whist crossing a muddy pipe
over a stream, finishing off with juice and hot chocolate around a barbeque.
A day she will remember for some time.
(Read the author’s full account of her happiest day on the next page).

Ava (pictured above) from Lingfield
Primary, won the junior competition.

At intermediate level, a large number of entries took the judging panel some time to adjudicate and after much deliberation the
results were concluded, with the winning entries being written by students from The King’s Academy.
Poetry was well represented, with the judges recognising a well-constructed poem based around the theme ‘overcoming adversity’.
The winning entry from Evie recounted, in prose, the memorable day when the Radio 1 ‘Big Weekend’ came to Middlesbrough. Her
recollection expressed the emotions in the build up to the day, the anticipation of queuing for the gates to be opened and the joy of
seeing live performers, that had previously only been seen on TV or the internet. All this alongside her friends whilst dodging the rain
showers. (See next edition for Evie’s and Oscar’s entries).
All four entries have now been sent to the next round of the competition, where they will be judged against other entries from the
North East district. We wish them all ‘Good Luck!’

My Happiest Day
One of my happiest days of my life must be the day I went camping with
Meadow and Toby (my best friends.) Me, Isla, Meadow, Toby, Dad, and
Steven walked over to a little stream in the campsite. Me and the other
children walked on the other side of the stream whilst the adults were on
the opposite side. Little did we know, that we couldn’t get back to the
other side without walking along a muddy, metal pipe. So, the younger
kids went first whilst me and Meadow stayed back. They successfully
completed challenge of crossing the slippery pipe. It was my turn and I
walked along, but after a few seconds…I stupidly fell in and got really wet!
Everyone laughed, but I didn’t really like that because I was so cold (it was
the beginning of Summer and I was still cold and I don’t know why.) Then,
it was Meadows turn. As Meadow got to the centre of the pipe my Dad
joked, “Ava, if you really want to get Meadow wet like you, fill your welly
up with water and throw it at her.”
Obviously, he was joking but I didn’t think so, so I threw my welly directly
at Meadow and it hit her bang on in the centre of her head. We all
laughed, except Meadow, she started bellowing!
“I AM SOAKING WET!” she screamed. Before you ask, no she was hardly
wet, she just had a little splash on her front. Well, after all of the
shenanigans, we went back to the tent and changed our clothes and
socks. Then, me and the children all walked to the park and played
superheroes (I was Robin, Isla was Batman, Meadow was Batgirl and Toby
was Superman.) We had a great day and we had a delectable barbecue
for tea. Everyone else had hot chocolate but I didn’t like that, so I had a
juice. You are probably thinking I am crazy, well maybe I am!
Me and Meadow have such a close relationship and so do our parents.
Every year since 2017, we have been camping or ‘podding’. 2017 was the
time this story all happened and we have continued making many
memories since and I am sure we will continue to do so in the future.
By Ava

Pictured above, junior runner up receiving her
certificate.
Evie a Year 8 student from The King’s
Academy, won at intermediate level and
Oscar, also a Year 8 student at The King’s
Academy, was runner-up.

See page 9 for their successful written pieces.

Alan Clifton, next
year's President,
delivered an on-line
biography to Rotary
members at the end of
February, explaining
how a natural ability for
athletics led him into
securing membership
into his home town
club, the prestigious,
Gateshead Harriers.

March 2021
Monday 1 March —Council meeting
Tuesday 2 March—Guest speaker: Tom Hind (North York
Moors National Park)
Tuesday 9 March —Business Meeting

Alan, who won many races, cites his one disappointment as the
time he was outsprinted as an U18 athlete in a 1500 metre race,
by a runner from the U16s! Future events and competitions would
wipe away the embarrassment, as the U16 athlete in question,
was none other than Steve Cram!
From then on, it was a natural step to train as a P.E teacher and
after finishing college, Alan's first teaching role saw him teaching
at Darlington Secondary School, replete with all of the challenges
a newly qualified teacher would encounter.
After numerous teaching positions, Alan found himself lecturing
students at Durham University and this was where he came into
contact with a number of young offender institutions. One of the
outcomes of this experience, was a successful appointment into a
senior role helping students needing behaviour support in North
Yorkshire.
As the structure of education changed, Alan took a further step on
the career ladder becoming responsible for all children excluded
from normal schooling across North Yorkshire. He then went on to
manage North Yorkshire's ‘Children in Care’ education
programme, in essence, he had become a 'Virtual Headmaster'.
In the latter years of his career, Alan progressed to become the
first Head of the National Association of Virtual Heads and he
continues to play a role in supporting this very specialised and
equally necessary element of education. During his career, Alan
was able to make a difference to many young lives.
The poem below was written by a thirteen year old student, and
expresses clearly the heartache some children face, at an age
when they should feel protected and loved.
Why don't you love me dad?
I'm so sorry, I never meant to be bad
I sent you a letter, did you read it? It had a meaning
You left, seeming like you never cared.

We were so close, but now so far away
All I want to know is why did you hurt mar?
You broke her heart, just like dropping a jar
Maybe, it was because you spent all that time at the bar.
You walked away and left us to cry
I'm guessing it was easy for you, to leave with a sigh
The thing you called love was one big lie
Always remember....I LOVE YOU, BYE.

Tuesday 16 March — Zoom Fun Quiz - Sue Johnson
Tuesday 23 March — Guest speaker: Fred Hutchinson

Tuesday 30 March —Tripartite Meeting

April 2021
Monday 5 April —Council meeting
Tuesday 6 April —Guest speaker: Mike Robson
Saturday 10 April — President’s Night (Murder Mystery)
Tuesday 13 April — Business Meeting & guest speaker:
David Branson
Wednesday 14 April— Afternoon tea

Tuesday 20 April — AGM and election of 2021/22 Officers
Tuesday 27 April — Stockbroker Evening (Teams of 4)
Thursday 29 April — Executive Group Meeting (Strategy
Review)

May 2021
Monday 3 May — Council meeting
Tuesday 4 May —Guest speaker: Stephen Cox. ‘The high
jacking of Lufthansa 181’
Tuesday 11 May —Business Meeting & guest speaker: Brian
Dinsdale. ‘Recollections of a Council Chief Executive’.
Sunday 16 May — Rotary at Home. Alternative TBC.
Tuesday 18 May — Visit to Ampleforth Chocolate factory.
Alternative TBC.
Tuesday 25 May — Assembly (Incoming President and
team present plans for 2021/22)
Monday 31 May — Council Meeting

A massive ‘Thank You’ to Joe Guerin for organising and producing such a varied programme of events.

Radio 1 Best Day
I am writing this because someone told me that my emotions should be written
down so here I am. My emotions of a certain day are not sad or melancholy,
but emotions of excitement that I, of course, shared with two of my best
friends. Yes, it was a bit unfortunate that my other two closest friends could not
attend, as they were on holiday, but here goes!

June 2021
Tuesday 1 June — Guest speaker: Lee Dobson (Manager
Middlesbrough Sporting Village)
Tuesday 8 June — Business Meeting
Friday 11 June to Sunday 13 June —Twinning Weekend
Tuesday 15 June — Visit to Kiplin Hall
Tuesday 22 June — Rotary at Home. Sizzle, Pimms and
Pudding at Judith’s and Neil’s!
Tuesday 29 June — Handover to 2021/22 President, Alan
Clifton

*Please note: Programme of events may change depending
upon Covid-19 status and availabilities. Please check the
website regularly for any updates and amendments:
www.erimusrotary.org
Shame is a feeling that makes us all suffer
The waves of regret that hit our beaches
An emotion that we don’t think about most of our time,
can be a demonic catalyst some days.

There’s all a time where we will give in to our instincts
To fall for the trance of another
Life makes it too easy to make mistakes
The world presents too many chances for a feeble child to take.
Every time you fall the dread builds more
Every time you fall, you get more cautious
Every time rejection hits, you suffer more than the last
Or sometimes you just let it die away.
But the suffering is worth the love in the end
We all have to have guidelight
A friendly face to take them through the night
Someone that glows to their eyes.

It was a cloudy, dry day in Middlesbrough and me, Daisy and Lauren were
beaming with the thought of the joyous occasion we got tickets for - Radio 1 Big
Weekend.
Walking towards with family and friends dragging behind was a blurred
memory, but we walked in through the Blue entrance. As our parents provided
them with our tickets, we ran on. Once we were in, the normal sound of James
Cook Hospital sirens of ambulances were silenced by the modern genre of 2019
music. We enjoyed the prospect of breakfast snacks provided. Later on
mid-morning a variety of my favourite artists played their top hits. First up was
Jax Jones. We danced to his music and watched him perform with strange
props, large cornflake boxes perhaps? Eventually the rain fell, falling to destroy
our fun. The drops trickled on my cheeks whilst facing the main stage, where we
met my auntie and cousin. The rain stopped after approximately half an hour,
but my whip-out poncho was clipped to my festival backpack. Next was Little
Mix, and me and Daisy faced a surprising surprise on our dad’s shoulders
waving frantically - Perry Edwards waved at us...TWICE!
Our smiles were invincible, as we headed to the grand circus tent to watch
Mabel, singing along to her lyrics.
After an hour or so, it was midday. The arcade doors were wide open for us to
enter. Me, Lauren and Daisy sprinted to the Ferris wheel, wishing to be close to
the front of the queue, which we were and faced our fears. This made the day
magical overviewing the birds-eye view of the main stage with the mouse like
dots facing it.
At this point, we felt like Gods on top of the world, as the view was astounding
and breath taking! Many more events were here after our trip on the wheel in
the circus section, large inflatables shaped like minions, marvels and more,
stalls of American fast food buffet samples and our favourite rides. We had a go
on the ‘twisted trap’ coaster, eating snow cones contentedly. After having a
great time in the fair area, we watched two more artists; Zara Larson and Rita
Ora, singing her newest albums, which I adore! Unfortunately, the end
beckoned although my aunt stayed to listen to an artist, I am personally not so
fond of - Lewis Capaldi. Grateful for our visit, we waited home for the rest of
the family to return.
That certain day was special to me as I spent it with the people I love, which is
why I remember it. Basically, it was my best day.
Evie (Winner) The King’s Academy

Some people don’t put effort into finding a lantern
They walk with the ride and see something for them
But sometimes you’ll find that your lantern may be faulty on the inside
A broken system that doesn’t work for you.
And you're just thrown back to the start
The rush of shame
The dictation of your broken system
And the flood of pain that drowns you.
But again, one day you will find your lantern
Sweet words to guide you through darkest nights
I have only obtained the gift of love once and I still am running with my flame
The day I picked up that first lantern was truly my happiest day.

Oscar (runner-up) The King’s Academy

On Tuesday 23 March, members of Erimus Rotary took their seats in
the ‘zoom stalls’ to gather together for their weekly session.
A fresh face joined the gallery and was introduced as our newest
member. Not new to Rotary though , Jacqui Molyneux (pictured
right) is in fact, last year’s Rotary District Governor and explained her
move from Consett to Teesside as being family driven. Jacqui, a
former veterinary surgeon and active magistrate, has been a member
of Rotary for over 25 years and was warmly welcomed into the
Erimus ‘fold’ by President Dave Whittaker .

A sharp turn of business then switched the topic to fraud. Erimus
member and treasurer, Fred Hutchinson (pictured left with his
wife, Barbara) began by describing his career in local government
and university finance at Cleveland, New College, Durham and
Teesside Universities.
Fred then went on to recount the growth of what used to be
known as 'White Collar Crime', through a variety of colourful
examples and characters.
The stories included a local con-man, Mark Mills, who defrauded
the local YTS schemes in the 1980s, out of very large sums of
money by 'inventing employees and their National Insurance
numbers.
Members were then taken along many a ‘crooked mile’, observing multi-million pound deceptions over a dozen screen shares. One
really startling example was the 'Laird of Tomintoul', whose position as chief
accountant for the Metropolitan Police enabled him to embezzle over £5 million
(just google his title!) In one of the most extraordinary frauds of all time, a
mild-mannered and middle-aged senior public servant working for Scotland Yard
managed to steal the money from police funds between 1986 and 1994. This
smartly dressed well-spoken fraudster stole the money from a secret account set
up to fund a covert police operation, right under the very noses of the most
famous police force in the world.
The rogue's gallery finale was Fred’s story relating to John Darwin's ‘apparent’
disappearance from his canoe off Seaton Carew in 2002. Audit weakness and
inadequate company governance suggest that whilst modern fraud may have
become more sophisticated in recent years, its deterrence is still playing a slow
game of catch up. Fred was warmly thanked for his fascinating and forensic trip
through some very dodgy accounts by Rotarian, Liz Sloper.

Contact us at: www.erimusrotary.org
or facebook@erimusrotary or
via email at enquiries@erimus-rotary.org.

