Polish Rotary Appeal for Support
to Ukrainian Refugees
Rotary North East Support via
Middlesbrough Erimus
June 2022 Update

• Inowroclaw Rotary continues to purchase
and transfer of goods into the Ukraine
• The Club is leading efforts to support
refugees arriving and settling in the local
area

BACKGROUND AND UPDATE ON “TWINNING”
• Middlesbrough Erimus Rotary is “twinned” with three Mainland European Clubs:

• Groningen West, Netherlands
• Limburg, Germany
• Inowroclaw, Poland
• Members from the four Clubs usually meet up
annually for a “twinning weekend”

• At each meeting, the host Club proposes an
International project which, subject to approval,
receives 1000 euros from each Club. Often,
projects also benefit from District grants
• After a three year gap due to Covid, representatives
of the four Clubs met in Limburg 10-12 June
• Inowroclaw representatives gave additional
information relating to the Ukrainian refugee
appeal and how funds were being used
• Clubs reiterated their continuing support for the
efforts of the Polish Club and confirmed acceptance
of Limburg’s proposal that 2022 “twinning project”
funds were re-assigned to the Polish appeal
• Clubs were alerted to the opportunity for Districts
to apply for Foundation Disaster Response
Grants to support Ukrainian refugees

UPDATE ON DISTRICT 1030 SUPPORT
• Up to 26 June Middlesbrough Erimus has sent £39540 to the
Polish Rotary Ukraine appeal on behalf of Rotary North East
(District 1030) Clubs and their many supporters
• District has secured a Foundation Emergency Response Grant
of $25000 to support Ukrainian refugees. $15000 will be sent
to Inowroclaw, with $10000 remaining in the UK to provide
help and assistance to refugees who have arrived in the North
East
• Additional money is still being received from Clubs across the
District
Notes:
1. More than $11,000 has been donated by Middleboro Rotary, Massachusetts and its members

1 June – More Food and Equipment Transferred to Ukraine
Purchase and supply of food, hygiene
and medical equipment to Zhytomyr
using established contacts and transport
routes
Boxes labelled with Rotary roundel and
names of the four “twinned” Euro Clubs

4 June – Picnic for Ukrainian Refugee Children
Picnic arranged by Inowroclaw Rotary for c.170
Ukrainian refugee children

Strong support and involvement from local
authorities, Fire Department and Police

9 June - Unloading More Deliveries in Zhytomyr
A further shipment from Inowroclaw to the Ukraine
border, onward to Zhytomyr for transfer to Eastern
Ukraine.

Medical kits and food the priority

22 June – Kindergarten “Run for Ukraine” Event

Almost 500 children from local
kindergartens participated
Event run under “Run for
Ukraine” motto

FURTHER ACTIONS PLANNED BY INOWROCLAW ROTARY
Inowroclaw Rotary will continue to:
• Purchase and supply materials to support specific needs of Ukrainian
refugees and those who have not left the country but are having to survive
in areas that have been devastated by the War.

• Supply medical kits and hygienic materials to a Polish Rotarian who is a
neuro surgeon and has moved to Lviv to provide support.
• Seek to identify and fund psychological support for refugees in
their region.
• Purchase and supply clothing and basic household equipment for Ukrainian
refugees arriving in their area.

A NOTE FROM MIDDLESBROUGH ERIMUS
• We are continuing to meet on Zoom with Inowroclaw Rotary and our Euro
partners in Germany and the Netherlands to get progress updates.
• Our German and Dutch “twin” Clubs have each applied for Foundation
Disaster Response grants to support the Polish appeal.
• It is evident, from talking to those hosting refugees, that there are some very
complex issues relating to any return of Russian speaking refugees to Eastern
Ukraine.
• Our Inowroclaw Rotary colleagues are investing substantial time in providing
support to refugees and ensuring all funds are being used to best effect.
• Thank you once again to all Clubs, members and supporters for your
continued generosity.

